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17th CHEESE COMPETITION "Infiniti blu”

Slow Food Martesana and ONAF (National Organization of Cheese Tasters) are promoting the
17th Cheese Competition “Infiniti Blu” as part of the 26th Gorgonzola Festival.

The competition will take place on Saturday, September 12th, 2026, at the Auditorium centro
Internazionale in Via Oberdan, Gorgonzola (MI), under the following rules and regulations:

COMPETITION RULES

Article 1: General provisions

The “Infiniti blu” competition is open to producers and/or refiners of blue cheeses made from
cow, buffalo, sheep, goat, or mixed milk, based in the European Union or Switzerland, who
operate in accordance with the provisions outlined in Article 2.

Any disputes regarding the application or execution of these regulations will be resolved with
final and unappealable judgment by the Competition Organizing Committee, appointed by
ONAF.

Article 2: Right of participation
To be admitted to the competition, the cheeses must:
e Comply with current hygiene and safety regulations in force in Italy;
e Meet the minimum aging requirements and any other obligations defined by applicable
production specifications;
e Comply with the registration and participation procedures outlined below;
e Be properly packaged to ensure optimal preservation of the products.

Article 3: Number of Samples and Cheese Categories

Each producer can compete with a maximum of 3 cheese samples per category. The
sample(s) submitted must fall into one of the following categories:

DP - Gorgonzola PDO “Piccante” (Spicy)

DD - Gorgonzola PDO “Dolce” (Sweet)

EV - Blue cheese made from cow’s milk

EM - Blue cheese made from mixed milk

EC - Blue cheese made from goat’s milk

EO - Blue cheese made from sheep’s milk

EB - Blue cheese made from buffalo’s milk

AF - Blue cheese with special additions or refinements (spices, herbs, flowers, fruit,
etc.)

The organizers have the right to adjust the categories and create additional subcategories
based on:
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e The degree of maturation of the cheeses;

Cheese types that are particularly well represented in terms of number of entries;

e Other reasons, in order to evaluate groups of samples that are sufficiently
homogeneous.

The Competition Committee will assess the condition and preservation of the submitted
samples. Any samples deemed unsuitable for participation will be automatically excluded from
the competition, without the possibility of appeal.

Article 4: Iscrizione
Registration for the Competition must be completed online by visiting:
www.onaf.it/concorsi/infinitiblu2026.
A single registration form must be filled out for the company, along with a separate form for
each product. All required documentation must be fully completed.
Upon registration, a unique acceptance code will be generated for each product. This code
must be affixed to every sample entered. A printed copy of the registration form (received via
email) must be attached to each sample. The form will also include delivery instructions for
the registered products (see Article 5).
The registration deadline is 11:59 p.m. on August 31, 2026.
To cover the organizational costs of this initiative, a fee of €25.00 per participating
company is required and must be paid by Sunday, August 31, using the following method:
1. Bank transfer to the following account:

IBAN: IT 02 EO30 6933 1601 0000 0006 778

Bank: Intesa Sanpaolo

Account holder: Slow Food Martesana, Piazza Giovanni XXIII, 6a, Gorgonzola (MI)

Payment reference: "Company XXXXX participation in the Infiniti Blu 2026

competition”

2. The competition office will issue an official receipt for the payment received.

A “notes” section will be available on the form, where participants may include any relevant
information for the tasting committee (e.g., non-piercing, combination of two curds, cooling of
the curd before extraction, etc.).
Participants are responsible for the accuracy of the declarations made in the registration
form, including compliance with hygiene and health regulations in force in Italy.
If any part of these rules is not respected, the Organizing Committee has the right to exclude
the cheese or producer from the competition.
Anyone found to have submitted false declarations will be disqualified and required to return
any prize awarded.

Article 5: Submission of Cheese Samples

The procedure for submitting cheese samples is as follows:

e Cheese samples entered in the competition must be delivered between, September 1 and,
September 9, 2026, to the following address:

SLOW FOOD MARTESANA C/o:Mosca G. & C. Srl - WAREHOUSE
“Infiniti Blu” Cheese Competition Via Carlo Formenti, 7

piazza Giovanni XXIII, 6/a 20066 Melzo MI - Italy

20064 Gorgonzola MI - Italy Delivery hours: 07:00 - 11:45

Fiscal Code: 91562170158 Phone: +39 0295737200

Email: info@moscal948.it

e Late deliveries will not be accepted into the competition, unless previously agreed upon
with the Organizing Committee under exceptional circumstances.
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e Each batch of cheese entered must be accompanied by a printed copy of the registration
form, placed inside a plastic envelope.

e Cheeses must be mature and ready for consumption, without any control piercings, and
must be adequately packaged. No labels or identifying marks of the producer must be
present in direct contact with the cheese.

e Samples must be shipped with the cold chain unbroken. Each package must have a label
on the outside stating:

"STORE IN REFRIGERATOR at 0°C / +4°C"

e Special attention must be given to packaging and wrapping. Samples received in
unsuitable condition will be excluded from evaluation at the sole discretion of the
Organizing Committee.

e Shipping costs are the responsibility of the participants.

e Cheese samples submitted for the competition will be retained by the Organization for
activities related to the event.

e All cheeses will be labeled and identified by the Organizing Committee with a numeric
code and will be anonymized before being presented to the judging panel.

Each producer/refiner meeting the participation criteria set forth in Article 2 may enter a
maximum of 3 samples per category, as defined in Article 3.

Samples deemed NOT SUITABLE will be excluded at the final and unquestionable discretion of
the Organizing Committee. Therefore, great care is required in the packaging and shipment of
the cheeses.

Article 6: Quantity of Cheese Samples

Participants must submit at least 1 kg of product.

If the individual cheese weighs less than 1 kg, the sample may consist of multiple pieces from
the same batch.

Any product not used during the evaluation will remain at the disposal of the organizers for
promotional activities.

Article 7: Organizing Committee and Jury

The Organizing Committee is responsible for overseeing the competition and ensuring it is
carried out in accordance with this Regulation. It is composed of members appointed by
ONAF.

The Jury will consist of Master Tasters and Qualified Tasters, also appointed by ONAF.

Producers participating in the competition, as well as relatives or employees of participating
producers, are not permitted to be part of the Jury.

The Jury members are required to maintain strict confidentiality regarding the evaluation
results.

The activities of both the Jury and the Organizing Committee are conducted on a voluntary
and unpaid basis.

Article 8: Cheese Evaluation Procedure

For all categories except AF, the official ONAF 100-point evaluation form will be used. This will
be supplemented with comments highlighting the main strengths and defects of each cheese.
Summary evaluation forms will be made available to the respective producers.

For category AF, a specific evaluation form will be used, scored on a scale of 120 points.
Members of the Organizing Committee, appointed by ONAF, will catalogue the cheese samples

upon delivery, ensuring their anonymity, and will oversee the proper conduct of the
competition throughout all stages.
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Article 9: Special Award for Raw Milk Cheeses
To promote and support raw milk cheeses, a Merit Plaque will be awarded to the top 3 raw
milk cheeses that achieve the highest scores.

Article 10: Certificate of Participation and Awards
Article 10a.
Products in all categories except AF, which, at the sole discretion of the Jury, will achieve the
following scores will receive:
e A score equal to or above 84/100: awarded a “Plaque of Excellence”
e A score equal to or above 80/100 and below 84/100: awarded a “Superior Quality
Award”
e A score equal to or above 75/100 and below 80/100: awarded a “Quality Award”

Article 10b.
Products in the AF category, which, at the sole discretion of the jury, achieve the following
scores will receive:

e A score equal to or above 101/120: awarded a “Plaque of Excellence”

e A score equal to or above 96/120 and below 101/120: awarded a “Superior Quality

Award”

e A score equal to or above 90/120 and below 96/120: awarded a “Quality Award”
For each product entered, the competition Jury will compile a form summarizing the main
characteristics, as well as the strengths and weaknesses identified. This form, along with the
cheese’s numerical score, will be delivered to the producer as an Official Certificate of
Participation.

Article 11: Regulation Amendments
The Organizing Committee reserves the right to make any changes or additions to the
program or regulations it deems necessary for the successful outcome of the competition.

The awards ceremony will take place in Gorgonzola on Friday, September 18th, 2026, as the
opening event of the 25th Gorgonzola Festival.

The organization will inform the press and forward a press release to editorial offices,
including the names of the award-winning cheeses and the contact information for their
producers.

Note:

The use of the competition logo in media communications or on the packaging of
award-winning cheeses is permitted only if the specific award and the year it was obtained
are clearly stated.

In all cases, prior written authorization must be requested from the Organizing Committee,
which will also provide the guidelines for use.

Use of the “Slow Food Martesana”, “Infiniti Blu®"”, and "ONAF” logos is not allowed, unless
explicitly authorized in writing by the Organizing Committee, which will specify any permitted
usage.

Organizing Committee Contacts:
Beppe Casolo — ONAF - Tel: +39 333 6614920
Leonardo Scaglioni — Slow Food Martesana - Tel: +39 349 1803288

Website: www.infiniti-blu.it - Email: concorso.infinitiblu@gmail.com
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